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ASPIRE GOES BACK TO SCHOOL WITH EXPANDED COLLEGIATE SLATE 
 

WildBrain CPLG’s Corporate & Lifestyle division signs new representation for Columbia 
University 

 
Also appointed to represent the University of Cambridge’s core IP and museums  

 
Expanded remits and new partnerships secured across existing partners, 

 Yale University and the University of Southern California 
 
London, UK – 5 September 2023 – ASPIRE, the dedicated Corporate & Lifestyle division of world-leading 
brand licensing agency WildBrain CPLG, is expanding its collegiate brand roster with newly added 
representation rights for the New York-based institution Columbia University, a leader in research and higher 
education in the US and around the world. ASPIRE will represent the institution primarily in India, the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA), the UK and Europe in a new partnership, with the aim to grow the collegiate 
brand’s presence in lifestyle categories including fashion, apparel, accessories, back-to-school, home and 
gifting. 
 
ASPIRE has also been appointed to represent the University of Cambridge across its core IP for consumer 
products, alongside its consortium of eight University Museums and Cambridge University Botanic Garden. 
ASPIRE will represent the institution in Greece, Cyprus, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Turkey, MENA, India and the 
US. 
 
Victoria Whellans, Commercial Director, ASPIRE by WildBrain CPLG, said: “As we continue to expand our 
portfolio of prestigious university brands, these latest representation partnerships enable us to further drive 
the growth of the collegiate trend in the consumer sector. For both Columbia University and the University 
of Cambridge, we’ll look to leverage the legacy of these iconic institutions to tell their stories and engage 
consumers through creative collaborations and products.”  
 
University of Cambridge and museum collection representation 
 
For the core University of Cambridge IP, ASPIRE will build a consumer products range with target lifestyle 
categories including fashion, apparel, accessories, homewares, paper and stationery, gifting, food and 
beverage, footwear, personal care, jewellery and puzzles. The first partnership for the IP has already been 
secured with Trucarekidz, who will develop a collection for the leading lifestyle retail chain, Reliance Fashion, 
for a range of apparel in India featuring the University of Cambridge brand.  
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ASPIRE will also develop a licensing programme for the University of Cambridge Museums and Botanic 
Garden. The licensing programme will take inspiration from more than five million works of art, artefacts and 
specimens from the eight university museums in the collection. The museums represent the UK’s highest 
concentration of collections outside London. ASPIRE plans to expand the brand into new lifestyle categories, 
including paper and stationery, puzzles and apparel.  The licensing programme will also aim to extend existing 
museum products created by the University of Cambridge into mainstream retail channels.  
 
Expanded representation and new partnerships for Yale and the University of Southern California 
 
ASPIRE has also secured an expanded representation agreement with Yale University, which will now see the 
agency handle rights across Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia, alongside existing markets of the 
UK, Europe, MENA, Israel, North America, China, India, Turkey, Australia and New Zealand.   
 
ASPIRE has also secured a wave of new licensees for Yale University, including Hollywood Magic SAL for 
apparel and accessories in Malaysia, Indonesia and additional MENA markets; Kid’Abord Sarl for a back-to-
school collection in Belgium, France and Luxembourg; Sogema SAS for bags and accessories in France and 
Portugal; and Yasin Tekstil for apparel in MENA, Turkey and Europe. These new ranges rolled out from 
summer 2023.   
 
For the University of Southern California, ASPIRE is expanding its representation to include APAC and Greater 
China, alongside existing territories of Europe, MENA, South Asia, Australia and New Zealand. ASPIRE has also 
secured new partnerships for the institution, including Caprice Australia for apparel and accessories in 
Australia, and Cotton On for an apparel, accessories and homewares line in markets including North America, 
the UK and Asia-Pacific (APAC).  
 
Visit ASPIRE by WildBrain CPLG during Brand Licensing Europe (4-6 October 2023) at Stand B171 to find out 
more about opportunities for the University of Cambridge and the University of Cambridge Museums, Yale 
and Harvard universities, University of Southern California and Columbia University.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Aimée Norman at The DDA Group 
aimee.norman@ddapr.com   
+44 (0) 7957 564 050 

About ASPIRE 
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ASPIRE is the dedicated Corporate & Lifestyle division of world-leading sport, entertainment and brand 
licensing agency WildBrain CPLG. ASPIRE’s portfolio includes some of the world’s most renowned Corporate 
& Lifestyle brands across fashion, luxury, FMCG, hardware, automotive, art and heritage institutions. With a 
highly skilled global team of licensing, sales, and retail experts, ASPIRE delivers strategic and long-term 
consumer products partnerships extending brands into new product areas through Corporate & Lifestyle 
brand licensing. Visit www.cplg.com/aspire.  
 
 
 


